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A Rocha International now has a global Marine and Coastal Conservation Programme,
led by Dr Robert Sluka. We are bringing hope to the ocean including the large
population that depends on the sea.



Gen 1: 20-23

20 And God said, ‘Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth across the vault of the sky.’ 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and
every living thing with which the water teems and that moves about in it, according
to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was
good. 22God blessed them and said, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the
water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” 23 And there was evening,
and there was morning — the fifth day.



What a wildly wonderful world, Gob!

You made it all, with Wisdom at your side,

made earth overflow with your wonderful creations.
Oh, look—the deep, wide sea,

brimming with fish past counting,

sardines and sharks and salmon.
Ships plow those waters,

and Leviathan, your pet dragon, romps in them.

Psalm 104: 24-26



The young lions roar for their prey,
clamouring to God for their supper.

All the creatures look expectantly to you
to give them their meals on time.
You come, and they gather around;
you open your hand and they eat from it.

Psalm 104: 21, 27-28



Jesus told the parable of a mustard seed in Matthew 13:30-32. Had he been a marine
biologist during his life on earth, he might have told the story of the coral. The
Kingdom of God is like coral - a small, seed-like beginning that grows so that even
crabs and fish find a home among their branches.

Most of the beauty of the ocean is hidden from view. A Rocha International has
developed a theme of Revealing the Hidden Things of God in the Ocean.

This highlights the intrinsic value of marine biodiversity and responds to Matthew 5
where we are told to not light a lamp and hide it under a bowl. Thus the role of
marine research is to bring to light these hidden things.



Did you see this hidden in the branches?




Rock pools are a great place to explore the ocean and all the interesting creatures —
part of revealing the hidden things of God in the ocean






Sustainable Development GOAL 14

Conserve and sustainably use the oceans,
seas and marine resources for sustainable
development




Target 14.4 By 2020, effectively
regulate harvesting and end
overfishing, illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing and destructive
fishing practices and implement
science-based management plans, in
order to restore fish stocks in the
shortest time feasible, at least to levels
that can produce maximum
sustainable yield as determined by
their biological characteristics
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What is overfishing?

Catching too many fish so that populations decline resulting in unsustainability. Note
that fish to a fisheries biologist includes a wide variety of creatures caught in the sea,
including things like crabs, shrimp and sea cucumbers.
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Trawling

An example of a destructive fishing gear
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Trawling can destroy habitats
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Dynamite fishing — another example of destructive fishing
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Many coastal communities are dependent on the sea. Often the poorest of the poor
have no land and utilise the sea. Overfishing is a justice issue.
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The live fish food trade. Fish caught in areas around the world shipped live to China.

Luxury exports from usually poorer countries — another justice issue.
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Sea cucumber

Sea cucumber fisheries depleted and often fished in a way in which the poor are
exploited — all to put in soup mainly in Asia.
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Large fishing vessels fishing offshore of developing countries. Are locals benefitting?
Are we on the end of a chain of blessing or cursing by the seafood we purchase.
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What do we need to do as Christians?
Remember the ocean and enjoy it

Better incorporate the ocean into our climate change campaigns. All climate
change work is marine conservation.

Faith in countryside — need faith on the coast

Incorporate into development — basically no Christian projects that
incorporate marine biodiversity and fisheries
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See A Rocha’s marine website for details and downloads of Christian resources
related to the ocean.

www.arocha.org/marine
My website: robertdsluka.blogspot.com

Academic papers: https://independent.academia.edu/RobertSluka or
www.researchgate.net/profile/Robert_Sluka

Linked In: www.linkedin.com/in/robertdsluka

A Rocha Kenya Marine Conservation and Research Programme
http://kenya.arocha.org/work/scientific-research/marine/

Grove Booklet: Hope for the Ocean
http://www.grovebooks.co.uk/cart.php?target=product&product_id=17558
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